SOME LETTERS OF
Categorically, I crave answer to the following questions: —
1.  Where are you to be next year?
2.  What are you going to do there?
3.  Where have you been this summer?
4.  What did you do there?
5.  What are your latest opera? (a ms. copy of same should accompany reply.)
6.  What are your contemplated opera?  (May be omitted for cause.)
7.  Are you happy?
8.  Are you well?
9.  Are you still friends?
N.B. Please answer the questions in the order given. Use only plain idiomatic English. You will be judged by both the quality and the quantity of your writing.
To Daniel Gregory Mason
CHICAGO,
November 24, 1896. DEAR DAN:
So far from being able to'' dartle a ray of poesy' * into your world, I contrast the vivid glow of that world as set forth in your letter, with the kennel I inhabit, in a spirit of blank misgiving. Fourteen
78day with his allegory that I plucked him, silky ruin and all, from his fool's paradise, and deposited him among the comfortable rafters. Will you be outdone in charity? My web is a sight — and Messieurs the flies, once my toothsome prey, beleaguer me, buzzing annihilation.                     W. V. M.
